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Dear Parents and Students, 

We are excited to announce that the all-school summer reading selection for the 2018-2019 school year is 

entitled At the End of the Santa Fe Trail by Sister Blandina Segale. 

As many of you already know, Sister Blandina entered the Sisters of Charity in 1866 and died in 1941. 

She was a graduate of Mount St. Vincent Academy (which later became known as Seton High School in 

1927). Sister Blandina is also the namesake of one of Seton’s four Houses – the Segale House. In 2014, 

the Sainthood Cause of Sister Blandina was opened. Should Sister Blandina become canonized, she will 

be Seton High School’s very own Seton Saint!  

At the End of the Santa Fe Trail is a true account of Sister Blandina’s adventures as a young Sister in 

what we think of now as the “Wild West” – travelling alone from Cincinnati to the Colorado territories 

and into New Mexico. From 1872-1897, Sister Blandina courageously took on lynch mobs, stagecoach 

robberies, and outlaws like Billy the Kid while tirelessly defending the poor, sick, and marginalized. The 

book is an incredible account of a real-life heroine and Servant of God who was always standing up for 

what is right and just.  

Sister Blandina eventually returned to Cincinnati in 1897 and with her sister, Justina, also a Sister of 

Charity, founded the Santa Maria Institute which is still in operation today and serving the Price Hill 

community. As Sister Blandina’s Cause of Canonization continues, she remains an inspiration for all of 

us.  

As part of this year’s summer reading opportunity, students and their families are invited to explore the 

fascinating life of Sister Blandina Segale. Current students will each receive a copy of the book in their 

English class. Incoming freshmen will have their summer reading book and assignment delivered to their 

grade school. Because the book has been generously made available to us from the Sisters of Charity 

there will be no book fee this year. Links to companion books and articles as well as other exploratory 

links are included in this packet for those who would like to learn more about Sister Blandina.  

In addition to the assigned reading, students are expected to complete and submit a Fishbowl Assignment 

which will aid in creating meaningful discussions about the text. The assignment is to be submitted in 

English class on the first day of school. The assignment, directions, and a grading rubric are included in 

this packet. Please be sure to leave ample time to thoroughly complete the assignment. 

We hope that this year’s summer reading provides students and families with an enlightening experience! 

Sincerely, 

Susan Hollenbach 

Susan Burke Hollenbach ‘85 

Associate Principal of Academics  



Seton High School – Summer Reading | 2018-2019 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OTHER INTERESTING LINKS: 

http://www.srcharitycinti.org/news_events/segale.htm 

https://cuomeka.wrlc.org/exhibits/show/justina-and-blandina-segale/justina-background  

http://sisterblandinasegale.com/index.html 

http://www.ohiohistoryhost.org/ohiomemory/archives/3568  

https://www.chcweb.com/catalog/files/billythekid.pdf 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/next-american-saint-sister-blandina-regale-immigrants-

womens-history-180960782/ 

http://www.cincinnatimagazine.com/features/sister-blandina-road-sainthood/ 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/nuns-guns-and-the-wild-west-the-extraordinary-tale-of-sr-

blandina-82860 

Serial version of At the End of the Santa Fe Trail, originally published in Veritas and Santa Maria 

newsletters from 1926 to 1931 

 

COMPANION BOOKS AND ARTICLES: 

BOOKS: 

 Minogue, A. C. (1922). The story of the Santa Maria Institute. Cincinnati: Santa Maria 

Institute. https://archive.org/details/StoryOfTheSantaMariaInstitute  

 Metz S.C. Ph.D., Judith. (2009). Women of faith and service: The Sisters of Charity of 

Cincinnati. Mount St. Joseph, Ohio: Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati. 

http://srcharitycinti.org/resources/images/Women_of_Faith.pdf  

 

ARTICLES: 

 “Metz, Judith S.C. (2014) "Pictures from the Past: Mount St. Joseph, Cincinnati, Ohio," 

Vincentian Heritage Journal: Vol. 32: Iss. 1 , Article 5, 

http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol32/iss1/5    

 Metz S.C. Ph.D., Judith (2016) "Sister Justina Segale, S.C. and the Work of the Santa 

Maria Settlement House," Vincentian Heritage Journal: Vol. 33: Iss. 2, Article 3. 

http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol33/iss2/3/  

 Fraser Connolly, Mary Beth Ph.D. (2016) "Sister Justina Segale and Americanization: 

The Making of Catholic Italian Americans," Vincentian Heritage Journal: Vol. 33: Iss. 2, 

Article 4. http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol33/iss2/4/ 

 Anderson, M. Christine Ph.D. (2016) "Sister Justina Segale and the New Woman: 

Tradition and Change in the Progressive Era," Vincentian Heritage Journal: Vol. 33: Iss. 

2, Article 5. http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol33/iss2/5/ 

http://www.srcharitycinti.org/news_events/segale.htm
https://cuomeka.wrlc.org/exhibits/show/justina-and-blandina-segale/justina-background
http://sisterblandinasegale.com/index.html
http://www.ohiohistoryhost.org/ohiomemory/archives/3568
https://www.chcweb.com/catalog/files/billythekid.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/next-american-saint-sister-blandina-regale-immigrants-womens-history-180960782/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/next-american-saint-sister-blandina-regale-immigrants-womens-history-180960782/
http://www.cincinnatimagazine.com/features/sister-blandina-road-sainthood/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/nuns-guns-and-the-wild-west-the-extraordinary-tale-of-sr-blandina-82860
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/nuns-guns-and-the-wild-west-the-extraordinary-tale-of-sr-blandina-82860
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/search/collection/p16007coll72/searchterm/at%20the%20end%20of%20the%20santa%20fe%20trail/field/all/mode/exact/conn/and/order/nosort
https://archive.org/details/StoryOfTheSantaMariaInstitute
http://srcharitycinti.org/resources/images/Women_of_Faith.pdf
http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol32/iss1/5
http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol33/iss2/3/
http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol33/iss2/4/
http://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol33/iss2/5/
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Fishbowl Preparation Assignment 

 

After reading At the End of the Santa Fe Trail, please thoroughly complete all sections of this assignment 

and turn in the completed assignment to your English teacher on the first day of school. Your completed 

notes will be used to guide your fishbowl discussion which will be held in your English class. 

 

DISCUSSION DIRECTOR 

 

DIRECTIONS: Compose at least three thought-provoking questions that you may want to ask during your 

FISHBOWL about the text. These questions should be open-ended and prompt discussion or debate. In 

other words, do not write these questions as yes/no responses. The best questions will come from your 

own thoughts, feelings, and ideas while reading the book. You should also write your own answers to 

these questions. See “Fishbowl Directions” handout for the development of quality questions. 

1. 

2.  

3. 

LITERARY LUMINARY 

 

DIRECTIONS: Choose at least three paragraphs or sentences from the text to discuss with your book 

club. Use these excerpts to highlight something interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling or important from 

the book. These excerpts can relate to theme (i.e. book’s overall message) or the author’s writing style 

(e.g. figurative/descriptive language, syntax, diction, symbolism). 

 

Paragraph - page # - and reason for choosing: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

CONNECTOR 

 

DIRECTIONS: Find at least three connections between the book you are reading and the outside world. 

This means connecting what you read with other texts and articles, to what is happening in your own 

life, to what happens at school or in the community, to similar events at other times and places, or to 

other people or problems. 

1.  

2. 

3. 
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Fishbowl Directions 

What is a Fishbowl Discussion? Socrates, as you may know, was a Greek philosopher around 400 BC.  
His Socratic Method, or “dialectic,” is considered the zenith of learning discussions.  The “fishbowl” is 
modeled on his method of examining our beliefs through thoughtful and informed discussions.  

Goal: The goal of a “fishbowl” is for you to help one another understand the ideas, issues, and values 
reflected in a specific text through an intellectual conversation. You, the students, will be responsible for 
facilitating the conversation. The goal of this discussion is not to persuade, debate, or personally reflect 
but rather to focus on a shared meaning of texts and ideas.  

Directions: For fifteen to twenty minutes, half the class (the “First Fish”) will be asked to sit in the 
center of the classroom.  The job of these students will be to address core questions about the text. These 
questions come from your worksheet (“Fishbowl Preparation Assignment”) and your fellow classmates. 
Students in the center are to use the texts and themes to answer the questions posed, perhaps coming to 
some conclusions or agreements. A natural facilitator may present herself, but all should help everyone 

express opinions using probing questions (see sample phrases below). 

The other half of the class (the “Second Fish”) will be asked to be the “fishbowl;” their job is to observe 
and listen to the discussion – evaluating the quality of questions and responses.  They will also be asked 
to make a record of which students are doing and saying which things.  Students acting as Second Fish 
can bring up their responses to the First Fish discussion when it’s their turn in the fishbowl. At the end, 
students will turn in their record of participation for other students.  

The teacher always sits on the outside of the fishbowl and does not speak, no matter how much she wants 
to.  

Useful Verbs Sample Probing Question Stems 

judge 
select 

choose 
decide 
justify 
debate 
verify 
argue 

recommend 
assess 

discuss 
rate 

prioritize 
determine 

Is there a better solution to... 
Judge the value of... 
Can you defend your position about...? 
Do you think ... is a good or a bad thing? 
How would you have handled...? 
What changes to ... would you recommend? 
Do you believe? 
Are you a ... person? 
How would you feel if...? 
How effective are...? 
What do you think about...? 

 

You must use a verb listed above (or its synonym) to develop your question. These verbs ask you to use 
the highest levels of thinking (Bloom’s Taxonomy).   
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How will you be graded? 
Participation – 30 points 

 

28-30: The student will have thought-provoking answers with specific evidence from the text. The 
student will respect her peers. The student will abide by all of the rules associated with the “fishbowl.” 
The student makes many comments, but allows others to talk.  

 

25-27: The student will answer the questions correctly, but may or may not answer the questions in a 
thought-provoking manner. The student may use some support from the text. The student will respect 
her peers. The student will abide by all of the rules associated with the “fishbowl.” The student makes 
some comments but allows others to talk.  

 

21-24: The student has little participation in the discussion. Answer may be incorrect. The student will 
make some comments, but they may be irrelevant to the discussion or the text. The student may be 
disrespectful to her peers some of the time by not allowing others to talk.  

 

0/30: No participation in the fishbowl/the student makes numerous disrespectful comments to her peers.  

 
 

 

 

 


